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Amdt dated June 24, 2004 

Reply lu Office action of March 2A , 2004 

Amendmen ts to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application; 

Ufttinp of Claims: 

1, (currently amended) An integrated import/export system comprising: 

a database of rwoitfs relating to a plurality of shipments of goods, where said goods 
are shipped between at least two jurisdictions, each record having in f o r mation relating 
to at loast data required to report a nroduct from a first jurisdiction and datai gqui^d 
to import a product to a second juri edict ion; 

a database server in communication with said database; and 

an application server in communication with said database server for providing a user 
interface to at least one client, each said client associated with a member of a supply 
chain for a particular one of said plurality of shipments of said goods, said interface 
allowing each Gaid member to modify at least a portion of a record relating to said 
particular one of said pl urality of shipments of said goods- 

2. (original) The integrated import/export system of claim 1 wherein said application server 
only allows a particular one of said members to modify said at least a portion of said record if 
said particular one of said members has proper security authorization. 

3. (original) The integrated import/export system of claim 1 further comprising an electronic 
data interchange server in communication with said database server. 

4. (original) The integrated import/export system of claim 3 wherein said electronic data 
interchange server allows said system to exchange information with databases and data 
repositories of said members of said supply chain. 

5 . (original) The integrated import/export system of claim 3 wherein said electronic data 
interchange server allows access to databases maintained by governments of said 
jurisdictions. 
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6. (original) The integrated import/export system of claim 1 further comprising a file transfer 
protocol server for enabling receipt and transmission of said records using the file transfer 
protocol. 

7. (original) The integrated import/export system of claim 1 farther comprising a hyper-text 
transfer protocol (HTTP) server for enabling receipt of a request for a page and transmission 
of said page to an origin of said request. 

8. (currently amended) A method of operating an integrated import/export system comprising: 

maintaining a database of records relating to a plurality of shipments of goods 
between at least two jurisdictions; 

providing an interface for accessing particular ones of said records in said database to 
?i member of a supply chain for said particular ones of said plurality of shipments of 
said goods; 

receiving, from said member, an instruction to modify one of said particular ones of 
said records relating to said particular one of said plurality of shipments; 

determining whether said instruction to m o dify relates to a portion of said one of said 
records for, which said member has modification authority; and 

modifying said one of said records according to said instruction if said member ha? 
said modification authority , 

9. (original) The method of claim 8 further comprising: 

receiving a query for information stored in databases maintained by governments of 
said at least two jurisdictions; 

responsive to receiving said query, accessing said databases maintained by said 
governments of said at least two jurisdictions to retrieve a result; and 

presenting said result of said accessing to a source of said query. 

10, (original) The method of claim 9 further comprising submitting documentation for entry 
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into 



said databases maintained by said governments of said at least two jurisdictions. 



11. (original) The method of claim 0 further comprising querying said databases maintained 
by said governments of said at least two jurisdictions to determine a clearance status of a 
given shipment of said plurality of shipments of said goods. 

12. (cancelled) 

13. (currently amended) A computer readable medium containing computer-executable 
instructions which, when performed by a processor in an import/export system, cause the 
processor to: 

maintain a database of records relating to a plurality of shipments of goods between at 
least two jurisdictions; 

provide an interface for accessing particular ones of said records in said database to a 
member of a supply chain for said particular ones of said plurality of shipments of 
said goods; 

receive, from said member, an instruction to modify a particular one of said records 
relating to said particular one of said plurality of shipments; 

determine whether said instruction to m odiiv relates to a portion of said one of saifl 
records for which Raid me mber has modification authority^ and 

modify said one of said records according to said instruction if said member ha? said 
modification authority . 

14. (currently amended) A record editing system in communication with an integrated 
import/export system, said record editing system operable to: 

display an interface to a member of a supply chain for a particular shipment of goods, 
said interface allowing interaction with a database of records relating to said shipment 
of goods maintained at said integrated import/export system, where said goods are 
shipped between at least two jurisdictions;^ 

receive, from said member, instructions to modify a record relating to said shipment 
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of goods; 

determine whether said instructio n* to modify relate to a portion of s aid one of said 
records for which said member has modification authority; and 

modify said one of said records according to said instructions if said member has saj4 
modification authority , 

15. (currently amended) A record editing system in communication with an integrated 
import/export system, said record editing system comprising: 

an output means for displaying an interface to a member of a supply chain for a 
particular shipment of goods, said interface allowing interaction with a database of 
records relating to said shipment of goods maintained at said integrated import/export 
system, where said goods are shipped between at least two jurisdictions; aad 

an input means for receiving, from said member, instructions to modify a record 

relating to said shipment of good s; and 

a processing means ada pted to: 

determine whether said inst ructions to modify relate to a portion of said one of 
said r ecords for which s aid member has modification authority; and 

modif y said one of said records acc ording to said instructions if said member 
hac said modification authority* 

16. (currently amended) A method of modifying a transaction comprising: 

receiving a communication initiation from a party to said transaction; 

sending a description of an interface for allowing said party to provide an a transaction 
identifier of said transaction and additional data for said transaction; 

receiving said transaction identifier of said transaction and said additional data for 
said transaction; 
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detEWiniua w^her *aid pa r ty ^ said trans art\on has modifjc^iQIl autho rity; and 

modifying an entry in a database identified by said transaction identifier to include 
said additional data jfsaid party to said transaction is determined to have modification 
authority. 

17. (original) The method of claim 1 6 where said transaction occurs over a border between a 
first jurisdiction and a second jurisdiction and said method further comprises: 

querying a database maintained by a government of one of said jurisdictions; 
receiving a result of said querying; and 

based on said result, further modifying scud entry, in said database, identified by said 
transaction identifier. 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (original) A method of allowing shipment analysis comprising: 

receiving an indication of a proposed shipment from a first jurisdiction to a second 
jurisdiction; and 

based on said indication, providing a first metric for said proposed shipment, said first 
metric derived from data in a database relating to previous shipments from said first 
jurisdiction to said second jurisdiction. 

20. (original) The method of claim 19 further comprising: 

receiving a suggestion of an intermediate jurisdiction; and 

based on said suggestion, providing a second metric for said proposed shipment, said 
second metric derived from data in a database relating to previous shipments from 
said first jurisdiction to said intermediate jurisdiction and previous shipments from 
said intermediate jurisdiction to said second jurisdiction- 

21. (original) The method of claim 19 further comprising: 
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determining a plurality nf alternative metrics for said proposed shipment, each of said 
plurality of alternative metrics derived from data in a database relating to previous 
shipments from said first jurisdiction to a unique Intermediate jurisdiction and 
previous shipments from said unique intermediate jurisdiction to said second 
jurisdiction; 

determining an optimal one of said plurality of alternative metrics; and 

providing said optimal one of said plurality of alternative metrics and an indication of 
an intermediate jurisdiction corresponding to said optimal one of said plurality of 
alternative metrics. 

22. (origin*!) A database comprising a plurality of shipment tables, each said shipment table 
having a unique field identifying record number, a plurality of keys for linking said shipment 
tables to uniquely identify shipments and documents associated with said shipments, said 
plurality of shipment tables including: 

a table for shipment identities; 

a table for shipment consolidation information; 

a table for shipment information; 

a table for shipment economic transaction information; 

a table for line item detail information; 

a table for customs entry information; 

a table for jurisdictional document information; 

a table for itRm classification information; 

a table for hem master information; and 

a table for other government department information. 
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